
WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
SAFE AND HEALTHY SCHOOLS 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

February 7, 2022 

1. OPENING ITEMS 

1.01 CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Safe and Healthy Schools Committee was called to order at 2:00 
P.M. 

1.02 Roll Call 

Chair Scott Benton, Vice-Chair Misty Vaughan Allen, Student Representative Ivy 
Batmale, and Commissioners, Darin Balaam, Charlene Bybee, Elizabeth Florez, Amber 
Joiner, Rhonda Lawrence, Leanne McCulley Larson, were present at roll call.  
Commissioners Natalie Sanchez and Lorraine Benuto arrived after roll call was taken. 
Commissioners Jessica Goicoecha and Peg Samples were absent. Dr. Paul LaMarca, 
Committee Staff Liaison and Deputy Superintendent, Debra Biersdorff, were also 
present. 

2. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION, PRESENTATION AND/OR ACTION 

2.01 INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS OF THE SAFE AND HEALTHY 
SCHOOLS COMMISSION (FOR INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION ONLY) 

Chair Benton asked Staff Liaison, Dr. Paul LaMarca, to present the new Commissioner to 
everyone.  Dr. LaMarca introduced Rhonda Lawrence who is with Department of Child and 
Family Services and her appointment to the Safe and Healthy Schools Commission was 
approved at the last Board of Trustees meeting.  Commissioner Lawrence stated she was 
happy to be present, she let the Commissioner know she is a Nevada Marriage and Family 
Therapist and is currently the Clinical Program Manager over the Division in Children and 
Family Services and gave a summary of what that includes.  She is also the Interim Clinical 
Program Manager in Southern Nevada. 

2.02 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 10, 2022, MEETING OF 
THE SAFE AND HEALTHY SCHOOLS COMMISSION (FOR POSSIBLE 
ACTION) 

Chair Benton asked for public comment, there was no public comment provided.  Chair 
Benton opened for discussion.  Commissioner Lorraine Benuto made a motion to 
approve the minutes and Commissioner Natalie Sanchez seconded the motion.  

On motion by Lorraine Benuto, second by Natalie Sanchez, the Safe and 
Healthy Schools Committee approved minutes as presented. (Yea: Darin 
Balaam, Ivy Batmale, Scott Benton, Lorraine Benuto, Elizabeth Florez, Amber Joiner, 
Leanne McCulley Larson, Natalie Sanchez, and Misty Vaughan Allen. Abstention: 
Charlene Bybee and Rhonda Lawrence) Final Resolution: Motion Carries 9-0 
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2.03 DISCUSSION OF FAMILY ENGAGEMENT STRATEGIES USED WITHIN 
THE WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT AND PARENT/FAMILY 
COMMUNICATION AS RELATED TO THE DISTRICT'S THREAT 
ASSESSMENT PROCESS AND COVID-19 MITIGATION MEASURES AND 
COMPLIANCE (FOR INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION ONLY) 

Chair Benton opened the item and asked that Dr. LaMarca start the presentation.  
Dr. LaMarca stated at the last meeting a couple of Commissioners asked questions 
that involved parent engagement around specific topics.  District staff will present 
ageneral overview of some of the District family engagement strategies and  the 
threat assessment process and Covid mitigation strategies.  Dr. LaMarca introduced 
Maria Fernandez, University Coordinator; Ana Anderson, Family School Partnership 
Coordinator; and Fawn Hunter, Indian Education Program Specialist who presented 
to the Commissioners.   

Ms. Fernandez began the presentation by giving an overview of the initiatives in 
response to the recovery strategic plan.  These initiatives included parent – teacher 
home visits, Parent University, High School Family Graduation Advocates, and 
Native Education and Culture Program.  She said parent – teacher home visits are a 
research-based program to build honest relationships with no biases or assumptions 
about families.  The families have voiced their happiness with the program and they 
currently have 24 schools connected with 522 households.  They were able to train 
120 school staff in the fall.  Parent University began in 2011 and they have served 
40,000 families in person before Covid and then they explored the virtual world and 
worked community partners.  They have been successful with Parent University at 
school sites where teachers are personally inviting families to attend classes.  
Parent feedback asked for something to do some healing and connecting which led 
to art class being held at Lincoln Park.  One of the goals of Parent University is to 
serve marginalized populations and their data shows there is a shift that families 
who are utilizing the programs are not the same families who were utilizing Parent 
University before the pandemic.  She shared an overview by zip code of families 
that are participating and stated they need to do more work on how to reach out 
and work with families and school sites. 

Data showed that 47% of families attended high school workshops, 12% attended 
college access, and 12% kinder transitions which they credit with their relationships 
with school sites and partnerships they have been able to put together. 

Ms. Anderson shared with the Commissioners an overview of Secondary Family 
Graduation Advocates.  There are currently 9 Family Graduation Advocates (FGA) 
and through ESSER grant funding they will be able to hire five more positions, and 
they have one Family Graduation Advocate in a middle school through a Rally grant.  
The FGA’s reach out to families and provide tools/resources to help students who 
show signs of not staying on track to graduation.  They work with the families to 
set goals, expectations, and monitoring academic progress.  They collect data from 
the conversations with families and enter in Infinite Campus to allow school 
administrators to see what FGA’s have discussed with families and what next steps 
are.  The FGA’s work with school counselors, student graduation advocates, social 
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workers, safe school professionals, and intervention department so that everyone is 
on the same page and are not undoing the work another department has already 
started or bombarding the families with the same information because that can 
cause a disruption.  The FGA’s also collaborate with Parent University, TMCC, UNR 
and other community organizations to help build the skills and knowledge of the 
family so they can better support their students.   

Ms. Hunter shared information about Native America Education and Culture 
Program which is a Title VI education grant from the Federal government.  Under 
this grant they provided a summer reading program with culturally responsive 
books for K-12 students.  They provided a summer school activity for self-care, they 
provided 450 families with back-to-school backpacks and tried to provide all 
supplies on the list.  They have world language courses at three high schools to 
provide cultural knowledge and preservation of the Native American language.  
Through Title VI they have one full-time and two part-time Student Graduation 
Advocate (SGA) and through ESSER they have two full-time SGA’s to help build 
trust and relationships to bring back the disconnect that happened with virtual 
learning during Covid.    

Ms. Fernandez finished the presentation by sharing some of the other initiatives 
they are working on such as newcomer family welcome supports to help English 
language development and refugee resettlement, full-service community schools, 
and ongoing community/national resources to families and school staff. They have 
a large social media presence with resources for families.   She shared ongoing 
challenges such as disproportionate impact of pandemic in specific communities, 
and technology gap that became more visible in the pandemic and is creating 
division in communities for those are able to access and those who cannot.   

Dr. LaMarca stated they emphasize school climate as part of instructional practice 
because if they expect children to learn, students and families need to feel as 
though they belong.  He commended them for the work they did in the spring of 
2020 with the technological resources and outreach they provided.  He asked if 
there were any questions from the Commissioners from the presentation before he 
discussed threat assessment, resolutions and Covid.  

Chair Benton opened the item for questions, Commissioner Sanchez stated the 
programs are phenomenal and are thankful for them for holding up the 
infrastructure.  She asked how she could get individuals or families in contact with 
the programs.  Ms. Fernandez stated they could call the office, email, and they can 
be found on social media. 

Commissioner Florez commended the group as family engagement is on of the 
hardest areas they attempt to grow due to general mistrust of the system, and she 
sees that with these programs they are working to break the mistrust down and 
building relationships that demonstrate compassion and showing that everyone is 
working towards helping kids and families.   

Vice Chair Misty Vaughan Allen thanked them and asked how the Commission can 
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help.  Ms. Fernandez responded that with Parent University they are looking into 
how they can offer a wide range of opportunities for families because when it 
comes to mental health there is a lot of stigmas and they want to help break those 
stigmas down.  She said they could help by providing resources as those are very 
limited in Northern Nevada.  Dr. LaMarca added that Parent University has been 
supporting the Children’s Cabinet with living ideation, which has been difficult with 
the virtual format.  They have also been working with UNR and others to bring co-
located services into schools.  Ms. Fernandez also let them know they did a mental 
health first aid class at North Valleys that was held in Spanish and was successful 
and they are looking at expanding the class to other school sites.   

Chair Benton asked if they have looked at schools hosting in a virtual setting for 
some of the underserved communities.  Ms. Fernandez let him know they have tried 
that twice, once at Booth Elementary where the teacher was virtual and some 
participants were virtual and they were able to have laptops available for each of 
the participants at the school.  The second session was at Duncan Elementary 
School before Covid and there were approximately ten families showed up and 
others were virtual.   

Chair Benton asked where the FGA’s were located.  Ms. Anderson let him know they 
are strategically placed by moderate and high-risk population and are currently at 
North Valleys, McQueen, Reed, Spanish Springs HS, Sparks HS, Galena, Washoe 
Inspire, Wooster, and Incline HS.  The new FGA’s through the ESSER grant are at 
Reno HS, Innovations, and Hug.  Looking for positions at Damonte HS, and North 
Star and the middle school FGA is at Swope.  

Dr. LaMarca stated the risk index is based on a variety of circumstances and use 
that data to build relationships and is an important tool they have utilized for 
approximately 10 years.  Chair Benton asked if there were any other questions, and 
there were none. 

Dr. LaMarca started his presentation and Chair Benton stated they did not have a 
printout of the student behavior administrative procedures manual excerpt that was 
sent in the meeting packet, but it was projected on the screen for everyone to see.  
Dr. LaMarca stated they are not going to talk about the information in the handout 
in great detail, it was more for an example.  He stated there were questions about 
the threat assessment process and the feedback loop to parents, and Commissioner 
Joiner asked about questions from families regarding Covid mitigation strategies.   

Dr. LaMarca discussed the threat assessment because it is something the District 
takes seriously.  There are a variety of things a student might do that will prompt 
the District to conduct a threat assessment such as threats to a student or staff 
member.  There is an initial inquiry from the Principal, AP or someone involved with 
behavior and they conclude what level of concern the assessment is which prompts 
different protocols depending on the level of concern.  A medium-high concern 
prompts a comprehensive threat assessment which is a team process usually led by 
the school psychologist and requires parent consent.  The assessment requires 
interviews with students, teachers, and the family to determine if the student has a 
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plan or means for carrying out the plan.  They develop a safety plan around the 
student so they can continue in their education safely.  That requires feedback to 
the family to help them understand the conclusions and what next steps are.  They 
have developed a behavior matrix to show what to do when there has been a fight, 
a bomb threat, or when there is foul language.  With Covid, they developed what 
needs to be done when students are not following the mitigation strategies.  The 
matrix shows progressive steps used to get compliance and ultimately a student 
could have been asked to go to home and receive education digitally if they could 
not comply. Dr. LaMarca shared general information regarding how a parent can 
make a complaint if there is a problem at a particular building that they cannot 
solve. He stated first they would like for the parent to work with the teacher, then 
principal, then an Area Superintendent.  He stated they do have some informal 
means of conflict resolution if a parent does not choose to fill out a formal 
complaint. If a parent chooses to file a formal complaint there is a published 
process for how to do so and wanted the Commissioners to know the District has 
means for communicating with families and have processes in place and said they 
can always get better. He asked if there were any questions. 

Chair Benton stated he was going to send it out to Commissioner Joiner as she sent 
him a message that her microphone on her computer is not working and she is 
logged in on her phone so we can hear her if that was ok with the Commissioners.  

Commissioner Joiner stated she appreciated all the presentations since Dr. LaMarca 
had said it was in response to her questions at previous meetings. She said the 
programs work empirically over the years and are very helpful for families making 
sure kids don’t fall through the cracks.  She stated this last presentation was along 
the lines of what her question was and said in her experience as a parent, it was 
never the students who were not following the mask rules and gave the example of 
it being the Principal, the librarian, teacher, substitute teacher, adults on the 
campus that were not enforcing and not wearing masks themselves.  She stated 
this all came to a head a couple of weeks ago when she had a complaint and she 
did go through the escalation process, worked with the Principal and stated she got 
nowhere because the Principal refused to enforce, then she went to the Area 
Superintendent, and then called and emailed the Superintendent 12 days prior and 
had not received a response.  She continued that as a parent not knowing how to 
navigate anything and is hitting dead ends when she feels her son’s school is 
extremely unsafe. She liked that the District lays out what to do if a student does 
not comply but did not see information about if the climate and culture at a school 
is that parents cannot complain. She continued that there is a culture of 
intimidation and stated she had talked to other parents and asked why they did not 
say anything and got a response that they did not want their kids retaliated against. 
She stated she knows there are whistleblower laws and stated she was not afraid of 
the District, and that as a parent seeing entire schools where the culture is to look 
the other way is the problem. She stated that parents do not have an avenue to 
make complaints because she has tried and has had no response. She stated she 
does not want the same thing to happen to other families and she is not afraid to 
say something and she has the time to make phone calls and write emails.  She 
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continued it is not okay to say here is what we do when a student is bad, what do 
they do when a Principal is not following state law and does not understand why 
police are not involved and if it was any other law, there would be ramifications. 
Again, she asked why schools do not need to follow state law and as a parent she 
has examples in both her children’s schools. Chair Benton stated he would attempt 
to answer the best he could and told Commissioner Joiner he appreciated her 
passion and his recommendation as Chair of the Commission would be to go 
through Gina Session and asked if Commissioner Joiner had talked to Ms. Session. 
Commissioner Joiner stated she had communicated with the Superintendent about 
her personal complaint and has not talked to Ms. Session. Commissioner Joiner 
continued that the formal complaint procedure is not visible to parents, and parents 
need to know what to do as they have no way to communicate.  

General Counsel, Sara Montalvo stated that she wanted to make sure the 
Commission stays on the agenda item, which would be talking about general Covid 
mitigation measures and communication with families, and do not want to go into 
specifics regarding certain situations in schools. Commissioner Joiner stated that 
she is happy to speak under public comment. She stated she messaged the Chair 
and would be happy to speak under public comment as a parent if that was more 
appropriate as she had really been trying to work through the channels for months 
regarding her complaintsand is expressing frustration because it should not happen 
to other families.  

Chair Benton stated that under the guidance of legal counsel, they would end the 
conversation there so they do not stray from the agenda topic and stated 
Commissioner Joiner should get with Dr. LaMarca in a private conversation or under 
public comment. Commissioner Joiner reiterated she has been trying for months to 
be professional and feels a public meeting like this is an appropriate place for a 
parent to say what is actually happening in the District, so if she has to do it under 
public comment and respects the Chair as they have a lot to get through and it is 
not ok to say to a parent they are going to take this to a private conversation 
because that has not worked.  Chair Benton responded that he does not want her 
to think he is trying to silence her voice, and he thinks that public comment would 
be the appropriate place. He turned it over to Deputy Superintendent, Debra 
Biersdorff. She introduced herself to the Commissioners and stated she may be at 
the next two meetings in place of Superintendent, Dr. McNeill and let the 
Commissioners know she has been taking notes.  

Chair Benton asked if there were any questions on Dr. LaMarca’s presentation. 
Commissioner Florez stated some of the strategies include school police for 
notification. She asked if school police involved in developing student safety plan or 
is it the psychologist support. Dr. LaMarca stated school police will be involved to an 
extent and let her know if it is a comprehensive threat assessment, which is a team 
approach that will be led buy the school psychologist and involve the entire safety 
team. He stated the safety team includes the counselor, school psychologist, and 
site-based administrators and on individual basis it may involve the school nurse or 
school police. He gave some examples of when school police would be involved but 
stated it is on a case-by-case basis.  Commissioner Sanchez stated the presentation 
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was helpful and clarified the process for her. Commissioner Joiner stated in trying to 
get information to parents, asked if a parent thinks that the law is not being 
followed on their campus, should they go directly to campus police. Dr. LaMarca 
responded no and recommended that they follow the process of working with 
teacher, then administration, then area superintendent.  He stated if there is a 
safety issue that someone observes that is urgent and threatening, and there is a 
school police officer within sight, then that is when you would go to the school 
police. He continued that they do not have police officers at every elementary 
school all the time. Dr. LaMarca reiterated that problems that could be handled 
informally should be done with school site personnel and if those are exhausted 
there are links on the District’s website for formal complaint.  Commissioner Joiner 
asked to clarify the issue of physical threat is typically thought of as violence or 
guns, but spreading a virus is an immediate physical threat, and it is not being seen 
as a physical threat and is a health issue and not being taken seriously. She 
continued that it is not something that can just wait if the librarian does not have 
her mask on while reading to students, and they may need to look into that 
definition. Chair Benton stated that is something they could look into. There were 
no other comments and Chair Benton closed the item.  

2.04 CONTINUATION OF THE DISCUSSION FROM AGENDA ITEM 2.02 OF 
THE JANUARY 10, 2022, MEETING AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO 
FINALIZE GOALS AND ACTIVITIES FOR THE SAFE AND HEALTHY 
SCHOOLS COMMISSION FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 2021-2022 
SCHOOL YEAR ALIGNED TO GOAL 5, SAFE AND WELCOMING SCHOOLS, 
OF THE DISTRICT'S STRATEGIC PLAN, ROAD TO RECOVERY, AND 
REVIEW OF PREVIOUS GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE 
COMMISSION, SOLICITING INPUT FROM THE MEMBERS ON 
POTENTIAL STRATEGIES, AND AREAS OF FOCUS FOR THE SAFE AND 
HEALTHY SCHOOLS COMMISSION FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 
2021-22 SCHOOL YEAR (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 

Chair Benton stated at previous meetings they discussed goals to align with the 
safety forum. Reviewed a previous motion that the Commission would ensure there 
are resources available for those that are severely emotionally disturbed, continue 
holding forums for parents ensuring the parents understood reporting policies 
around Covid compliance, ongoing training – information- updates from community 
partners, and work with Communications to promote the work of the Safe and 
Healthy Schools Commission. Stated the reason to bring this up is so that people 
know what the Commission is doing for the remainder of the year and help 
determine if the Commission needed to bring in subject matter experts or if 
someone from the Commission or within the District would be an expert in the 
subject matter for the Safety Forum. Stated that they want the Safety Forum to 
align with the Commissioners work for remainder of the year. He gave an overview 
of what the Commission previously had focused on. He stated focus had been on 
safety of buildings, then pivoted approximately two years ago to focus on the 
mental health and safety of students, and those who work with students. He 
continued there has been more happening in the District that they have talked 
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about such as overdose, sex trafficking, driver safety, gun safety, absenteeism and 
how they all align with mental health. Commissioner Bybee asked for clarification 
that the Commission was not talking about the Safety Forum and are talking about 
goals and objectives. Chair Benton opened item 2.04 and 2.05 together for 
discussion.  

Commissioner Bybee stated the goals and objectives of the Commission are critical 
and she has been a part of the Commission since the beginning when they were 
looking at the physical threats to the campuses and students. The Commission did 
Columbine locks, single point of entry, perimeter fencing as the immediate focus. 
She stated they have transitioned from security to mental health component. She 
continued that there have been conversations and work for mental health and does 
not feel like it is enough, especially with suicide as there was a loss of another 
student the previous week. She stated the priority for her would be how they can 
address the health side and wants to know what they can do and do better and 
address the human connection that has been lost since Covid. She said she was 
thankful that the Superintendent and District have worked to keep kids in school 
during Covid. She said mental health, suicide, and impacts from Covid from the 
mental health side are critically important to her.  

Chair Benton stated his children drive his passion and that 15- and 14-year-olds 
want to help, but they do not know where to go. He said that he has had great 
conversations with Vice Chair Misty Vaughan Allen about things that happen in the 
District and kids are reacting to their own mental health and are empowered to say 
something, they do not have resources at their fingertips to do much and are not 
comfortable calling a hotline because they don’t know or trust who is on the other 
side.   

Vice Chair Vaughan Allen asked a question about how they would be ensuring 
resources for those they see are suffering from severe emotional disturbances and 
it is dangerous to empower families with knowledge when there are not resources. 
She said they cannot wait and has been in the field for 20 years and resources has 
always been an issue. She said they can empower families with resources in the 
community that might be safe and help relieve some of the suffering. Chair Benton 
asked Commissioner Sanchez to answer as she had first posed the question. 
Commissioner Sanchez she said the idea came from people who were saying they 
were having a serious mental health crisis and said the positive thing from the 
pandemic is it brought about the need for mental health. She has seen an uptick of 
people reaching out for crisis intervention, therapy, and does agree that they do not 
have a lot of resources, but they are available and the more people know about 
them, that makes them more available. Chair Benton added that resources are not 
centrally located, but how to get to the resources so they are not sending people all 
over the place. Vice Chair thanked them because she wanted to make sure she 
understood the goal because she knows there are resources in the community and 
wanted to know what the Commissions role looked like in ensuring the resources.  

Commissioner Benuto expanded that families may be coping with stigma or low 
mental health literacy and can be difficult to get to the point where they are 
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comfortable reaching out and then can be discouraging to reach out and be told 
there is a waitlist. She stated she thought would be important to address and prep 
people that there could be a waitlist and it is not a rejection. Commissioner Sanchez 
said that goes with mental health literacy and that could be a topic for the safety 
forum. Commissioner Lawrence stated as a provider of community mental health 
services and works diligently to build the mental health workforce in the 
community, agree and see the challenges the community faces and meeting kids 
and families who need access to mental health services, she sees the issue of 
having qualified mental health professionals available to work in public service. She 
said she has seen powerful work that can be done with groups in talking to families 
to help them deal with chronic stress and that affects our physical health as well.  

Commissioner Balaam stated for the forum, as a community they are getting ready 
to roll out the 988, which is not for people in crisis, but does go hand in hand with 
mental health and is another avenue for kids to reach out for help. Stated they are 
starting to build their teams and the program will roll out next year but believes 
getting the information out now will be helpful. Commissioner Bybee stated the 
Commission can provide an awareness and education and offered that some other 
community groups that work with teen suicide would be an option to have at the 
safety forum. Commissioner Benuto said it sounded like the consensus would be a 
focus on mental health and mental health literacy and gave example that it is 
knowledge of mental health, knowing what depression or anxiety is and how to 
know the signs and typical services. Commissioner Sanchez added that mental 
health literacy would be the first step then have a broad-based view of mental 
health looks like in terms of identifying mental health needs and encouraging 
people to reach out.  

Chair Benton stated they should set date and four topics. There was discussion on 
the length of the sessions for the forum because they do not want to cram too 
much in a short amount of time. He asked the Commission if they wanted to do the 
same format as last year with sessions in the morning, afternoon, and evening so 
people had option to get every topic that was available. He reviewed previous topics 
the Commission had discussed to help them narrow down to four topics so they can 
start reaching out to community partners. Commissioner Florez stated the majority 
of referrals they received from school police are substance abuse related and often 
there is a mental health diagnosis occurring simultaneously with substance use.  

Chair Benton asked Commissioner Balaam if he thought that gun safety and driver 
safety could be in the same 20-minute conversation. Commissioner Balaam 
answered they probably could and stated he agreed with Commissioner Florez that 
co-occurring with opioid and fentanyl because they are using more and more 
Narcan because it is in various drugs that are being seized from the streets.  
Commissioner Joiner stated that she appreciated both topics and suggested that 
when advertising this to parents, it should be looked as what they can do as a 
parent to make sure their student is not in that type of situation.  

Commissioner Bybee asked for driver safety if they are talking about teenage 
drivers or pedestrian safety and the adults that drive. Chair Benton responded it 
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could be all of those items. Commissioner Florez stated there has been an uptick in 
juvenile traffic cases where the students do not have a driver's license. She stated 
they work with Nevada State Police and how they can help support their 
educational campaign and that was the reason she had brought up the topic earlier.  
Commission Bybee stated there are a lot of topics that could be stand alone and 
wants to make sure the Commission offers highlights, bullet points on what to do 
and then where resources are. Chair Benton stated what he liked from last year’s 
forum was that the videos were recorded and they were posted on the District 
website so people could access any of the sessions they missed. This way parents 
have the opportunity and can rewatch if there was a lot of information in a 
particular session. 

Vice Chair Vaughan Allen stated the sessions were quick last year and there was not 
opportunity for interaction with parents attending and she suggested offering 45-
minute sessions and have less topics and more time. Commissioner Benuto asked 
the question if they thought they would lose people’s level of attention in a 45-
minute session and agrees that depth is important. Commissioner Bybee suggested 
30-minute sessions allow for more time and resources. Chair Benton stated 
historically one of the Board of Trustees does a five-minute introduction and the 
remaining time if for content. Chair Benton stated lasted year the most interest was 
in the morning session and evening sessions.  

Chair Benton asked if there was a motion as they have had a great discussion and 
the first thing, they should do is decide a date. Dr. LaMarca stated that Megan 
Downs, Communications Manager, and they propose May 4th, 5th, 11th, or the 12th, 
to hold the safety forum.  He let them know that Board Vice President Diane Nicolet 
is holding those dates and President Angela Taylor is trying to hold dates as well, 
and it was expressed the dates given are the best for District staff.  

Chair Benton asked legal counsel if they can move the date as they passed a 
motion last meeting for the first week of May. General Counsel Montalvo stated 
they could make a motion to change the date. Commissioner Bybee clarified that 
some dates were in the first week of May, and asked how many topics, and would 
need to verify timeframe. Chair Benton asked that they separate motions so they 
have one motion for day, motion for topics, and a motion for timeframe. General 
Counsel Montalvo stated that combined items, they need to make motions specific 
to the safety forum if that is what they want to do.  

Commissioner Benuto asked for clarification on the number of topics people could 
choose from last year. Chair Benton responded that they paired two topics that 
were opposite in ideas so that all four topics were discussed within an hour. Vice 
Chair Vaughan Allen asked if they previously had translators or if they would have a 
Spanish speaking session. Chair Benton responded they did have translators 
available last year and they needed to let the moderator know they needed one.  

Commissioner Benuto made a motion for the date of Wednesday, May 4, 2022, to 
hold the safety forum. Commissioner Sanchez seconded that motion.  
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On motion by Lorraine Benuto, second by Natalie Sanchez, the Safe and 
Healthy Schools Committee approved to hold the 2022 Annual Safety Forum 
on Wednesday, May 4, 2022. (Yea: Darin Balaam, Ivy Batmale, Scott Benton, 
Lorraine Benuto, Charlene Bybee, Elizabeth Florez, Amber Joiner, Rhonda Lawrence, 
Leanne McCulley Larson, Natalie Sanchez, and Misty Vaughan Allen) Final Resolution: 
Motion Carries 11-0 

Chair Benton made a motion for the 2022 annual safety forum the Commission have 
the topics of mental health literacy combined with 988 education for one topic, co-
occurring disorders, and use of Narcan for second topic, gun safety along with driver 
safety for third topic, and fourth topic would be being connected to prevention of 
suicide.  Commissioner Bybee asked for clarification on co-occurring disorders and if 
discussion about fentanyl would be a bigger topic of substance abuse. Chair Benton 
said his understanding of co-occurring disorder is mental health and self-medication if 
part of the mental health disorder and could be discussed with overdose under that 
topic. Commissioner Florez stated using substance abuse and misuse would be better 
for the overarching name for that topic. Chair Benton amended his motion to change 
the word from co-occurring disorder to substance abuse and misuse. Commissioner 
Benuto seconded the amended motion. Chair Benton stopped voting to ask for public 
comment. No public comment was provided. 

On motion by Scott Benton, second by Lorraine Benuto, the Safe and Healthy 
Schools Committee approved the topics of mental health literacy combined 
with 988 education, substance abuse and misuse, gun, and driver safety, and 
being connected to prevention of suicide for the 2022 Annual Safety Forum. 
(Yea: Darin Balaam, Ivy Batmale, Scott Benton, Lorraine Benuto, Charlene Bybee, 
Elizabeth Florez, Amber Joiner, Rhonda Lawrence, Leanne McCulley Larson, Natalie 
Sanchez, and Misty Vaughan Allen) Final Resolution: Motion Carries 11-0 

Commissioner Bybee asked if they needed a motion to decide time. She made a motion 
for each session to be 30 minutes, with a 10-minute introduction and added for the 
forum to be scheduled for an hour and 15 minutes for two 30-minute sessions and up 
to fifteen-minute introductions. Vice Chair Vaughan Allen seconded the motion.  

Chair Benton asked for public comment. There was no public comment provided. 

On motion by Scott Benton, second by Lorraine Benuto, the Safe and Healthy 
Schools Committee approved for the 2022 Annual Safety Forum to be 
scheduled for an hour and 15 minutes. (Yea: Darin Balaam, Ivy Batmale, Scott 
Benton, Lorraine Benuto, Charlene Bybee, Elizabeth Florez, Amber Joiner, Rhonda 
Lawrence, Leanne McCulley Larson, Natalie Sanchez, and Misty Vaughan Allen) Final 
Resolution: Motion Carries 11-0 

Chair Benton stated since he opened items 2.04 and 2.05 together, he asked the 
Commission if there was action, they wanted to take for item 2.04.  There being no 
action taken, he closed items 2.04 and 2.05. 
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2.05 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO DETERMINE CONTENT, 
LOGISTICS, AND MARKETING FOR THE 2022 ANNUAL SAFETY FORUM 
(FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 

Chair Benton opened this item with 2.04.  

3.  CLOSING ITEMS 

3.01  PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chair Benton asked for public comment. General Counsel Montalvo stated that 
Commissioner Joiner wanted to make general public comment, but because she is 
appearing virtually and the rule for virtual appearance is to email public comment, and 
since Commissioner Joiner is not physically present in the audience to make in-person 
public comment, Commissioner Joiner would need to email her comment rather than 
appear virtually for public comment so that everyone who wants to make public 
comment has the same access. Chair Benton clarified that if Commissioner Joiner 
emailed her public comment, it would be placed on public record.  

There was no public comment provided. 

3.02 ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING 

Chair Benton stated the next meeting of the Safe and Healthy Schools is scheduled for 
Monday, March 7, 2022, in the Board Room at 425 E. Ninth Street, Reno, NV 89512. 

3.03 MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no more business, Chair Benton adjourned the meeting at 3:53 PM. 

 


	WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT SAFE AND HEALTHY SCHOOLS MEETING MINUTES
	1. OPENING ITEMS
	1.02 Roll Call
	2. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION, PRESENTATION AND/OR ACTION
	2.02 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 10, 2022, MEETING OF THE SAFE AND HEALTHY SCHOOLS COMMISSION (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION)
	Chair Benton asked for public comment, there was no public comment provided.  Chair Benton opened for discussion.  Commissioner Lorraine Benuto made a motion to approve the minutes and Commissioner Natalie Sanchez seconded the motion.
	2.03 DISCUSSION OF FAMILY ENGAGEMENT STRATEGIES USED WITHIN THE WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT AND PARENT/FAMILY COMMUNICATION AS RELATED TO THE DISTRICT'S THREAT ASSESSMENT PROCESS AND COVID-19 MITIGATION MEASURES AND COMPLIANCE (FOR INFORMATION AND D...
	2.04 CONTINUATION OF THE DISCUSSION FROM AGENDA ITEM 2.02 OF THE JANUARY 10, 2022, MEETING AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO FINALIZE GOALS AND ACTIVITIES FOR THE SAFE AND HEALTHY SCHOOLS COMMISSION FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR ALIGNED TO GOAL ...
	2.05 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO DETERMINE CONTENT, LOGISTICS, AND MARKETING FOR THE 2022 ANNUAL SAFETY FORUM (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION)
	3.02 ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING
	3.03 MEETING ADJOURNED

